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Pyramid Approach to  

Attendance Success 

Children’s attendance success is supported 

through universal supports. Universal supports are 

continuously provided during the school year. The 

child and their family are not experiencing serious 

barriers to attendance. 

Children with moderate chronic absenteeism face 

risk factors that make attendance more tenuous. The 

child and their family may benefit from individualized 

supports, in addition to the universal supports. 

Children with severe chronic absenteeism 

experience serious barriers to attendance. The child 

and their family may benefit from individualized 

supports with goal planning, in addition to 

individualized supports.   

  

Consistent Attendance 
Children with less than 10% (1+ days/month) 

Breaking Barriers to  

Attendance 

 
 Do families understand that attendance in 

the early years matters for academic success? 

 Are children and families encouraged to 

attend school and/or receive positive 

reinforcement for attendance successes? 

 Does the child or their family members have 

severe health or mental health issues or life 

stressors that keep them out of school 

regularly? 

 Do families trust or feel comfortable with the 

school or its staff?  

 Do families feel safe traveling to school or 

have reliable transportation? 

 

Chronic Absenteeism: Moderate 
Children with 10%-19% (2-3 days/month) 

Chronic Absenteeism: Severe 
Children with 20% (4+ days/month) 


